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WASHINGTON, D C -- Rep Kika de 1a Garza said an outbreak
of hog cholera in two Texas Panhandle counties should serve as a
warning to hog owners in South Texas to watch their herds carefully
and report sick animals immediately to local authorities.
"There is no indicatilon that a threat exists in our area,"
the Congressman emphasized. "Ho,~ever, hog cholera is a highly
infectious, often fatal virus dise~se. It does not affect other
farm animals and is not transmitted to humans, but man can carry the
virus from affected farms to other areas on shoes, clothing and
vehicles."
Hog cholera was a very costly disease to American hog
producers until a cooperative state-federal eradiction program
drastically reduced losses to the industry. Rep Kika de 1a Garza said
he had been informed by officials of the U S Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Hea1~h Inspection Service that the Panhandle case
is the first hog cholera outbreak in over 16 months.
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